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Greetings Eduprize Families,

The end of quarter 1 is always full of many zealous celebrations like Cottage Fairs, Spirit Week, our end of
quarter assembly, and the Gilbert Chamber of Commerce Ribbon Cutting Ceremony we had on Thursday -
celebrating EDUPRIZE’s 30th year of educational excellence. Mrs. Yeargain, Mrs. Deist and I have enjoyed
being part of all of these celebrations because there is ALWAYS excellence to be celebrated at EDUPRIZE!

This Fall Break brings a transition in leadership where we pass the torch of the Principal role from Mrs.
Yeargain to me in quarter 2. To that end, I wanted to take a moment to introduce myself to families that may
not be familiar with me yet.  

First, I’m thrilled to begin my 23rd year in education—and my 11th year here at EDUPRIZE! As an Arizona
native, I proudly attended Arizona State University for my Bachelor's Degree in Elementary Education. I later
earned a Master's Degree in Multicultural Education from Northern Arizona University, and in May of 2022, I
completed a second Master's Degree in Educational Leadership from Western Governors University. On a
personal note, I recently married my partner of 10 years, Michael Manfredi, in February 2025!

My teaching journey began on the Gila River Reservation, where I taught 3rd and 4th grades and coached
teachers in math instruction. I later served as an Educational Consultant, supporting schools with professional
development and improvement initiatives. I returned to the classroom when my son, Julian, started
kindergarten here at EDUPRIZE—and I haven’t looked back!

Over the years, I’ve found joy in both teaching and serving as Assistant Principal/Dean of Students. I believe
that behavior skills are just as essential as academic skills—and that both need to be explicitly taught and
practiced for students to succeed. It is an honor to support our incredible teachers, dedicated families, and
phenomenal students. Please always feel free to reach out with your well wishes, questions, or concerns. I am
so excited to partner with you to make this the best school year yet!

Cheers to 30 years,
Heather Vehon-Manfredi
Principal

P.S. - Be sure to check out the brand new Student Profile on the bottom right hand side of page 2 of this
newsletter!
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School CalendarUpcoming Events Include:

Fall Festival (Tickets LIVE!)

Basket Coordinators

(Volunteers Needed!)

Q2 School Lunch Orders DUE!!

Spelling Bee

26-27 Enrollment

6  Grade Vaccinationsth

Clothing Drive
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https://www.eduprize.com/gilbert-info-flyers/
https://www.eduprize.com/handbook/2025-26-EDUPRIZE-Parent-Student-Handbook.pdf
https://www.eduprize.com/handbook/2025-26-EDUPRIZE-Parent-Student-Handbook.pdf
https://www.eduprize.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/2025-2026-EDUPRIZE-District-Calendar-ada.pdf
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vS-7IIyZrfGPO_JWVqaUu1WZjfUiBvjaFFShAgRR9t2M-xQBZYl04v9n1XdEmX6JvIuskjTP6rZY5Cv/pubembed?start=true&loop=true&delayms=15000&slide=id.p
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OCTOBER

26th: Project Exploration Applications DUE!

26th: Q2 Lunch Orders DUE

29th-30th: No School
Fall Break

SEPTEMBER

1st-14th: No School
Fall Break

15th: First Day of Second Quarter

16th: Board Meeting
1:00 PM B1 Media Center

21st: Battle of the Books
B3 Theater - 3:45 PM

24th: Fall Festival 
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4DAAA628A1FDC52-57860110-fall?useFullSite=true#/

